
Bradley 1 
 

Andrew Bradley 

Dr. Cantrell 

English 442: Advanced American English 

16 April 2021 

Citizen Archivist Project Reflection  

Conversation subject: My Mother Jody Lockridge. Age:55. Occupation: Warehouse manager. I 

chose my Mother as an interviewee because she has always been someone I can engage in 

discourse with regardless of the subject matter. Therefore, when I approached her about this 

interview, she happily obliged. 

 

 

 



Bradley 2 
 

 The Citizen Archivist Project has been a great experience overall to immerse myself into. 

In the beginning of the project, I felt a little overwhelmed. The concept of plunging into a digital 

database to research topics relative to this senior level course seemed limiting. However, as I 

delved into the archival material, I found an excess of great sources. The only issue was that 

many of these sources had already been transcribed by others. It seemed like I spent many hours 

looking through archive for anything under ten pages to transcribe. After given assistance in the 

form a bank of documents to choose from the workload became manageable.  

 The transcription process, during the project’s timespan, was the most time consuming. 

Transcribing was such an issue for me because I have had little interaction with cursive 

handwriting. The school system I was placed in during my adolescence removed the mandatory 

education on how to write or read cursive handwritten before I finished elementary school. 

Therefore, I had to add an additional step in the transcription process. I researched online various 

cursive alphabets as a reference sheet while working. Also, the handwriting of the two judges in 

the fugitive slave claims document seemed rather hastily written. Despite my difficulties with 

reading the writing I was transcribing; I am confident in my success.  

This project has certainly given me insight into the necessary skills needed to achieve 

such research. I have gotten considerably better at reading cursive and can make connections 

between the two documents I have transcribed. I believe the importance of this project involves 

educating oneself in the matters of our nation. It is through transcribing personal court 

documents regarding the fugitive slave claims that I can visualize the history of the people 

involved. Then when comparing these personal accounts of runaway slaves to the second 

Congress of the United States enaction of the Fugitive Slave Act it becomes heartbreaking to see 
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our founding fathers lower themselves to signing off on documentation allowing human beings 

remain bound for life in slavery.  

For example, one of the documents I transcribed reminded my much of our reading of 

Harriet Jacobs’s Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl because it was written about such a girl. The 

judge Robert W. Wells was dictating the application for her master to have a bounty placed upon 

her to be returned to him. The girl’s name was Martha. She was only around the age of 20-21 

years old. She had escaped the bonds of her master to be with a man she considered to be her 

husband in the North. Despite how young she was the physical description of her given by the 

judge indicating her scars, burns, and that she likely had already given birth to a child previously. 

The implications of the physical description given by the judge are difficult to read. It is for this 

reason I consider the importance of transcribing materials for the archives to be enlightening for 

the nation as we can read about our failings and triumphs. Furthermore, these materials only add 

to our understanding of our past, present, and give hope to how we can better shape our future.  

As for the process of the interview, I believe it helped isolate the aspects of the Citizen 

Archivist Project that truly impacted me the most. For example, the connection between both 

documents I worked on revolved around slavery and they placed upon me an understanding that 

those in power can make whatever laws they wish regardless of if they are morally right. It 

situates contemporary issues through a metaphorical lens of questioning the federal authority. 

Furthermore, the identification of the personal experiences from escaped slaves endears the 

seemingly endless fight for racial equality and freedom. During the interview, I began to 

internally process the difficulties of the slaves and see the hypocritical view of the judges to 

follow such unjust laws enacted by Congress as blanket documentations of the runaway slaves. 
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Fugitive Slave Claim page 7 

[handwritten] United States of America     Circuit Court of the United States for the District of 

Missouri 

District of Missouri for     In vacation, [illegible] 

     Be it remembered that on this 12th day of October 1850 before me Robert W Wells District 

judge of the United States for the district of Missouri in vacation personally appeared John S. 

McClure and alledged  that a slave of the said McClure and who owned and was held to service 

and labor to him in the State of Missouri had escaped therefrom into another State or Territory of 

this Union and that he desired to follow and apprehend said slaves and bring them back to said 

State of Missouri and applying to the said Judge to be allowed to make proof before him of such 

escape and that the said slave owed service and labor to said McClure as aforesaid under the 

provisions of the 10th Section of an act of Congress approved 18th September 1850 entitled an 

act to amend and supplementary to the act entitled an act respecting fugitives from Justice and 

persons escaping from the service of their masters approved February 12th 1793 and therefore 

said Judge granted such application and did therefore hear the evidence thus offered and given 

and I the said Robert W Wells Judge as aforesaid do certify and declare that the following facts 

matters and things were and are satisfactory proved to me on such application by competent and 

legal Testimony given to and before me, that is to say that a negro girl named Martha Slave for 

life ran away from said McClure at St. Louis in the State of Missouri about the first of December 

1849 and supposed to have gone to the State of Illinois, she was at the time of her escape and is a 

slave for life and under and by the laws of the State of Missouri was the slave of said McClure 

and owed and still owes labor and service under and by virtue of said laws to the said McClure 

and I have and do hereby cause a record to be made of the facts matters and things to so proved 
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as aforesaid and I further certify that the general description of said negro is as follows, about 20 

or 21 years of age when she ran away, a mulatto in colour good looking rather under common 

size as regards height and size had a scar on one arm below the elbow accompanied by a burn 

not much if any larger than a quarter of a dollar, small black eyes, I believed to have had a child 

since she left, I also believed to have gone with a black negro man with one leg amputated above 

the knee who called himself her husband, and who is believed to be still with her. 

[signed] R. W. Wells 

 

United States of America     Circuit Court of the United States for the District of Missouri  

District of Missouri [illegible]    in vacation of chambers 

Be it rendered that on this 12th day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 

hundred and fifty seven before we [illegible] District judge of the United States for the Eastern 

District of Missouri and one of the judges of the Circuit Court of the United States for the 

District of Missouri in Vacation personally appeared Isreal B Read and alledged that a salve of 

him the said Isreal B Read who owned and was held in service and labor to him in the State of 

Missouri had escaped  therefore into another State or Territory of this Union and that he desired 

to follow and apprehend said Slave and bring him back to said State of Missouri and applying to 

that the said slave owed service and labor to him she  said Israel  B Read as aforesaid under the 

jurisdictions of the 10 Section of an Act of Congress approved 18th September 1850 entitled an 

Act to amend and supplementary to the acct entitled and act respecting fugitives from justice and 

persons escaping from the Service of their masters approved February 12th 1793 

Fugitive Slave Claim page 8 
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[handwritten] and therefrom said I judge granted such application and did therefrom hear the 

evidence his offered and given and I the said Samuel Treat judge as aforesaid do certify and 

declare that the following facts matters and things [crossed out] were and [squeezed in] are 

satisfactory judged to me on such application by competent and legal testimony given to and 

before me that is to say that mulatto man named Nelson ran away from said Isreal B Read at St. 

Louis in the State of Missouri sometime about the month of October in the year eighteen hundred 

and fifty six and is believed to have gone to the State of Illinois - At the time of his escape he 

was and now is a slave for life and under and by the laws of the State of Missouri was the Slave 

of the said Isreal B Read and owed and still owed labor and service under and by virtue of said 

Laws to the said Isreal B Read and I have and do hereby cause a record to be made of the fact 

matters and thing to proved as aforesaid and I further certify that the general description of the 

slave was followed (vis) Said Nelson is a mulatto about twenty two years of age about five feet 

and eleven inches high very well proportioned and of good [illegible]. 

 

[signed, faded] Samuel Treat 
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Fugitive Slave Act page 1 

Second 

Congress of the United States: 

AT THE SECOND SESSION. 

 

Begun and held at the City of Philadelphia. In the State of Pennsylvania on Monday the fifth of 

November one thousand seven hundred and ninety two. 

     An Act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from  

the service of their masters. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 

the United States of America in Congress assembled, [handwritten] that whenever the executive 

authority 

of any state in the union, or of either of the territories north-west or south of the river Ohio, shall 

demand any person as a fugitive from justice, of the executive  

authority of any such state or territory to which such person shall have fled, and shall moreover 

produce the copy of an indictment found, or an affidavit made 

before a magistrate of any state or territory as aforesaid, changing the person so demanded, with 

having committed treason, felony or other crime, certified as authentic by the governor or chief 

magistrate of the state or territory from whence the person so charged, fled, it shall be the duty of 
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the executive authority of the state or territory to which such person shall have fled to cause him 

or her to be arrested and secured, and notice of the arrest to be given to the executive authority... 

making such demand, or to the agent of such authority appointed to receive the fugitive, and to 

cause the fugitive to be delivered to such agent when he shall appear: But if no such agent shall 

appear within six months from the time of the arrest, the prisoner may be discharged. And all 

costs or expenses incurred in the apprehending, securing, and transmitting such fugitive to the 

state or territory making such demand, shall be paid by such state or territory.  

And be it further enacted, that any agent, appointed as aforesaid, who shall receive the fugitive 

into his custody, shall be empowered to transport him or her to the state or territory from which 

he or she shall have fled. And if any person or persons shall by force set at at liberty, or rescue 

the fugitive from such agent while transporting, as aforesaid, the person or persons so offending 

shall, on conviction, be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not 

exceeding one year.  

    And be it also enacted, that when a person held to labour in any of the United States, or in 

either of the territories on the north west or south of the river Ohio, under the laws thereof, shall 

escape into any other of the said states or territory, the person to whom such labour or service 

may be due, his agent or attorney, is hereby empowered to seize or arrest such fugitive from 

labour, and to take him or her before any judge of the circuit or district courts of the United 

States, residing or being within the state, or before any magistrate of a county, city, or town 

corporate, wherein such seizure or arrest shall be made, and upon proof to the satisfaction of 

such judge or magistrate, either by oral testimony or affidavit taken before and certified by a 

magistrate of any such state or territory, that the person so seized or arrested, doth, under the 

laws of the state or territory from which he or she fled, owe service or labour to the person 
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claiming him or her, it shall be the duty of such judge or magistrate to give a certificate thereof to 

such claimant, his agent or attorney, which shall be sufficient, warrant for removing the said 

fugitive from labour, to the state or territory from which he or she fled 

     And be it further enacted, that any person who shall knowingly and willingly obstruct or 

hinder such claimant, his agent or attorney in so seizing or arresting such fugitive from labour, or 

shall rescue such fugitive form such claimant, his agent or attorney when so arrested pursuant to 

the  

[61] authority 

 

Fugitive Slave Act page 2 

 

[handwritten] authority herein given or declared; or shall harbour or conceal such person after 

notice that he or she was a fugitive from labour, as aforesaid, shall, for either of the said 

offences, forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars. Which penalty may be recovered by 

and for the benefit of such claimant, by action of debt, in any court proper to try the same; 

serving moreover to the person claiming such labour or service, his right of action or an account 

of the said injuries, or either of them.  

 

[signed] Johnathan Trumbull, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

[signed] John Adams, Vice President of the United States and President of the Senate. 

Approved February 
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Twelfth 1793.   

[signed] G. Washington. President of the United States.  

 

I certify that this Act did originate in the Senate. 

Attest, 

     [signed] Sam A. Otis Secretary 


